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to believe Mr. Pepys himself was heartily ashamed. That public officials could be guilty of such an act as that mentioned is a greater blot on their character than that caused by the taking of commissions from friendly contractors.
The third circumstance is the obtaining of one of his Majesty's ships when paid out of commission by the Clerk of the Acts as a present from the king, which shows first of all that the king's interest in what we are accustomed to call public property was vastly different from anything we have experienced in this century; and that the Secretary of the Navy Board could ask of the king for the present of a ship because when paid out of commission there would be expense attached to her keep, and difficulty to know what to do with her, to us seems almost incredible. But we find that in Charles's day it was a comparatively common thing, and it was because the king was extending those gifts to people having small claim on him, and had done little in the public service, that Mr. Pepys was prompted to prefer his request.sty and integrity must have stood exceedingly high.
